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: Balaam saw that it was good in God's eyes to bless Israel, so he did not go as every other
lime toward divinations, bul he set his face toward Lhe Wilderness. 2 Balaam raised his
eljes and saw lIsrael dwelling according to its tribes, and the spirit of God-was upon him. 3 He

declaimed his parable and said:

“The words of Balaam son of Beor, the words of the mén with the open eye;
4 “the words of the one who hears the sayings of God, who sees the vision of Shaddai, while

fallen and with uncovered eyes:
» “How goodly are your lents, O Jacob, your dwelling places, O Israel;

} ) Neds M)hM

2. woawh 19w — Duwelling according lo its Lribes. He saw
the exemplary order of the lIsraelite camp. The tribes
maintained their separate identities, and the tents were
arranged so that their entrances did not face one another,
which prevented intrusions on the privacy of other
amilies (Rashi). That tribes and large, extended family
groups stayed together showed that the people felt respon-

&sible for one another, but at the same time they zealously
protected the personal dignity and rights of individu
families.

6 “stretching out like brooks, like gardens by a river, like aloes planted by HAsHEM, like cedars .

bhu water. -

3 Ay el -Rauk

5. Thix 13L M — HOW GOOD ARE YOUR TENTS,

-
YAAKOV.

What good did Bilam see in their tents? Rashi explains:
711 o np panon Ry eenne e 9y — Bilam said these words because he saw that the entrances
of [their tents] were not facing one another, in order to maintain modesty and holiness™ (Bava

Basra 60a).

%
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There is a beautiful allusion in the Torah itself of the turnabout
power of the Batei Kenesses. There is a minhag to say the pasuk
YR PNIDWNA APY? TONR 12011 — how goodly are your tents, O
Yaakov, your dwelling places, O Israel (Bemidbar 24:5) upon enter-
ing shul. The Sforno explains that “tents” and “dwelling places” are)
C-cferring to the Batei Kenesses and Batei Midrash.

~ However, not everyone agrees that Mah Tovu should be said
upon entering shul. The opinion of the Kol Bo brought down by
the Darchei Moshe in Orach Chayim was to say Mah Tovu, but the
Maharshal argued that we should not begin our daily tefillah with
this pasuk because it was uttered by the evil prophet Bilaam. Many
siddurs omit it, in keeping with the ruling of the Maharshal.

But why do some people recite a pasuk quoted from the
evil Bilaam when entering shul? The story of Bilaam and its mi-
raculous outcome actually parallels the story of Shushan in an
amazing way. The miracle of Purim and the turnabout that came
about through the Beis Kenesses is rooted in this pasuk of Mah
Tovu that Bilaam said!
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People are naturally cirious and are interested in knowing about
the comings and goings of their neighbors. That is exactly why our
forefathers, during their forty years in the desert, encamped in such
2 manner that would ensure the greatest amount of privacy. We

~ have an obligation to respect the right to privacy of others. When

(J passing someone’s window, we must resist the temptation to Iook
in. (See Choshen Mishpot 159 for the laws concerning a neighbor’s
rights to privacy.) .

¥ -

M Because of our obligation to respect the privacy of others, Rabainu
Gershom placed a chairem (a ban with the penalty of excommunica-
tion) on rcading someone else’s mail without permission (Bair Ha-~
gotah, Yorah Daiah 334:123). Even parents should not read the

mail of  their children without permission (sec Rav Chayim Palaji,
p. 18).
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A person who resists the urge to compare himself to others and
tanages to eliminate envy from his heart will be indescribably
happy, and will derive great satisfaction and joy from evervthing he
has. In this way, he will merit enormous wealth, as our Sages teach
(Aves 4:1): ip'ona nawn vy npr, Who is a rich man? He who is 'r*.;‘
happy with his share.

%% 7 hat is the feeling of jealousy? It is the distress and resent-

wv ment a person feels over the fact that he has less than some- |
onc else, whether in material matters or spiritual matters. Let us
first focus on material matters. '

When a person is jealous of someone else’s wealth, he should
consider the following: What is his goal in life? If he dreams of being
wealthy and is dissatisfied with the share Hashem granted him, it is
understandable that he would experience distress, but why should
his distress be compounded by the fact that his friend is wealthy?
Would he be happier if his friend would lose his money and become
poor like him? Alternatively, if he is satisfied with the share Hashem
Jias given him, why should it bother him that his friend is wealthier,

lian hie is? Does he want life to be good only for himself and not for
his friend? That is quite a lowly approach to life.
.N'Any time a person feels jealous — in any area — he should ask
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himself: logically, what difference does it make that my friend has
.more than [ do? If [ am not happyv with what I have, that is unfor-
tunate, but why should T feel worse because my friend has more?
7And if [ am essentially happy with what I have, then why should I
¢ upset that my friend has more? This is the fundamental error of /)

the jealous person: he compares himself to his friend, when in truth
they are not in any sort of rivalry. Someone who internalizes the
“Yidea chat life is not a competition will be in an excellent position to

avoid the trap of jealousy.
— s :

1\ o~

T‘-;ﬂ /{ any people actually invite feelings of jealousy by inquiring

‘_fj_i_ % 1 about their friends’ lives and trying to figure out how much
money their friends have. But what benefit do they have from being
aware of everyone else’s nct worth? All that this information can
accomplish is to cause them to be jealous! »

When someene envies another person’s material possessions, it
is usually because he is focusing on one narrow area in which his -
friend is gifted, without knowing the full picture of his life, This
can be compared to someone whoenvies his friend’s beautiful eyes,

|

)
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even though his friend’s face is not as handsome as his own. He

Jwvants eyes like his friend, while rctaining his own face! When we
are jealous of someone else’s blessings, we need to be aware that
every person is given a comprehensive package. We can’t expect to
have his “eyes” while retaining our “face”!

Even if we see that our friend secms to have it all, that is usually
because we are not aware of all of his challenges. The Kotzker Rebbe

# used to say that if every person would place his peckel — his bundle
of problems — on the table, each onc would choose his over the rest.

Furthermore, when we feel jealous of others, we should ask our-
selves: Are wc prepared to change places with the person we are
jealous of and live Ais life? Do we want to switch personalities as
well2 We all possess and offer the world our own unique gifts, and
we should never be willing to give those up!

The very fecling of jealousy implies a complaint against Hashem,
for the person is essentially protesting Hashem'’s conduct in hav-
ing granted a particular gift to someone else and not to him. To

$avoid falling into the trap of envy, we have to reinforce our belief
T that whatever Hashem does is for the good (Berachos 60b). We also
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have to remind ourselves that every person has a unique role in tlgs 72pyr THIR 2W R PR T P abyn Mo YV TRy ywn AR eRw ‘m U
world, and thereforc cvery person’s life circumstances are differept.  />xwna qwys %on ,x00mon 19°0 X0 MY °3 ,P0XA KR YRIWP3 Mynsn ‘:m

,Qiach person was put into this world to serve Hashem with wha& spb WY - DpDm bAREWw mRa Dumvn o brewe DIMVEN T2 ,IN0n:
he has, and with what he does not have. We have to recognize thag e —

everything we have, both blessings and challenges, constitute our

God-given lot, and what our friends have is their lot. With this atti-

tude, there is no room for jealousy.
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Modesty is a core Torah value, and is G—&ék E

intrinsic to the character of a Torah Jew.
When the prophet Micha rhetorically
challenges us, “Mah Hashem doreish
mimecha?” “What does Hashem seek
from you?” Micha responds, “...vehatzneia
leches im Eiokecha, ..walk modestly and
humbly with your God.”

The popularity of social media, and to
some extent text messaging and email, are
all tapping into the less than attractive
human inclination to disseminate personal
information. While it is wonderful to use
technology to connect with family and
friends, that is not at all the same as
~sharing details of our lives and thoughts
with a wide web of friends, including
those who are “friends” in cyber-speak
only. Not every picture needs to be
/~posted. Not‘every financial success needs
to be flaunted. Not every intimate
experience or observation needs to be
shared, online or offline. Certainly, we can
(and perhaps even should) employ the
tools of social media to connect in
>¢meaningful ways with those around us.
However, we must be judicious in
determining what we share and why we
share it. If we are sharing in an effort to be
sself promoting, we are violating the
fundamental principle of walking modestly
before God.

oo '

Moreover, when we boast or
ostentatiously divulge indulgences, when
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we brag or even just publicly celebrate our

successes, we are inviting others to look at
us jealously, perhaps wondering whether
we truly deserve the good fortune they
may be lacking. Rav Eliyahu Dessler
(Michtav Mei’eliyahu, Vol. 5, pp. 4-5)
explains that when questions are raised in
one’s mind regarding someone else’s

titlement to good fortune, such
speculation serves as a prayer of some
nature. This prayer, whether or not so
intended, elicits God to also revisit the
other person's good fortune.
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or her face. Upon hearing this cry of pain, 2
even when silent, God responds by re- - POYWRR YV 12an0AY 1YY
examining the good fortune that had been
bestowed, and reconsiders whether it was
actually deserved. Certainly an ayin hara
should be avoided at great cost; after all,
who would wish to invite a re-examination
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Wf@hlmud (Bava Metzia 42) cautions us,
“Ein haberacha metzuya ela bedavar
*hasamuy min haayin, Blessing is not found
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Rav Yerucham Levovitz maintains that every person is born \ 0P Va1 NINPR TIT NTAYR 1Y TR 937 9 W10, TIRY TR
with a single positive middah that is essentially perfect. When Rav_ | 2" 19 nhny
Wolbe would quote this idea from his rebbi, he would explain that
since every neshamah has a chelek Eloka mimaal (so to speak, a 72 TSN NN 281 53w NP )
part of Hashem), that Godly part is intrinsically flawless. Addition- L v P2 T (o man) TIRK NINY
ally, every person has a specific negative middah with which his @ "R Y"¥1 R¥DIV 103 RN WIVIN MKMW wﬂﬂ_“’ ‘
character is greatly flawed. Each person is meanf to use his unique T V12 125 .Y DYY MDY ") DR IR MV Mat H93W (2
Fperfect positive middah in order to refine ‘the rdst of his middos R 9272 NINR 73113 4201 930 1Y Yar .nYT nam ';rp wITH Y

in general and his specific negative middah in particular. ,N7A3 ,A9OM ,NNNAN DI 13 NN 81A A AR TPy TN 29N
The million-dollar question that mary people ask at this time

of year is, “What should I be doing during Elul?” Rav Wolbe writes e ap T-"w DINLBN 1770 10T MPITT TINN KPIT MION 14 ke
(Alei Shur Vol. I, p. 146) that one who succeeds in discovering his 9797 07791917 12771 11013 123 TY¥0 ‘AN (315 pvan) JoHA NIT 10X
_unique positive middah and unique negative middah has achieved 2172 JT*0 %Y D) "W 5y 'RPY TR ‘2 HY pramy 1911 mam ¥
diomelthing monumental: (li'!e now knows what Hashem wants from  anaw nimbwn 7370 1307 1977 1991 100 995 nThrn 797 03 Ay
im. Investing time in understahding what Hashem wants from you " ' '
is one of thegbe.st things you coulngé doing during Elul. JP IR 0 BT R RSN B L =i

NN TWIN P DAY DT DNVPN 1Y TITTY P11 NNR RID BRI

AIYT TI7T 932 proan Y Y7m Ma71 vIN w10 a1 12T RS

AN

A practical suggestion to help implement this idea: . S il o e N
( Rav Wolbe suggested that g person carry @ small notebook) W’pIvw I8N NN Y (m msea) 57TA TOITY N3 REDI DA Nt 1YN

with him and jot down the distinct middos that arise on RN TIRIN 11727 NRY 12 AT NA T2 TTINY AT0 AT Y0

a_daily basis. After some time, he will discover that some A2 P MINema mMTan NYAT Y Pnn 0IR Y3 17p3 wvn ne
.middos arise more than others. Those are mosf probably the 9732 DR YR Y91 .Y M2 PHR DNNN N 12W PIINIDI YV YpIm

middos that are most definitive of his individual character. D917 D990 DY TP PR TP D2 1PRNY 5917w 10T RN bY

(Another way might be to.ask a spouse or roemmate.) Once Ga 'y g i T 5 i
vou have determined your middah vou have your work cut R i b T e s o i

out for you. If you don’t know. how to go about rectifying (mum 1axn Sy 115n HR 9% Lo xmexaa) TRHD NPNIR DOWN n-nx
n

it, ask someone for help, as the Tanna instructs us (Avos oMY T2 MY Tnan 1phna mw Sy ‘A% amn e pa L, em
1:6): 720 72 Mpy 21 T2 NLY. 022
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SHIR HASHIRIM  MIDRASH RABBAH

0 1% "nNB — OPEN UP FOR ME.

PARASHAH 5

What does God mean when He tells Israel to “open up” for

Him?Md

wax k1 11 — R’ Yeisa said: 33 Sxawrh xan gz witpd g
v bw amng mawn Sy s nop o7 wne — The Holy One,
blessed is He, is saying to the people of Israel, “Open up for
Me an ‘opening’ of repentance, like the size of the point of

needle, 3 NDI NiPY NIYY vomg Enne oY nnis YK — and
1, in return, will open for you openings that are so wide that

wagons a!:td c_.nrriagea can enter into them!”

opening?

71461

(A) The Prick of a Needle %emdo&sonemakemis@

In the heart, answers R’ Eliyahu E. Dessler (Michtav MeEliyahu Vol. 3,
p. 92). Anycontemplation of repentance, any good deed, any moment

* of triumph over one’s evil inclination forms an opening in the iron par-

" tition that separates one’s heart from his Father in heaven. And then a

of Divine assistance will come down through that hote. sweepi
a person out of his lowly, matenallstic state, and raising A op 15 3 g

higher spiritual level.

There is, however, one_condition. The opening one forms must

truly_be like that bored by a needle: a penetrating hole that

passes entirely through the pierced material. In other words, the
breakthrough must be durable, reflecting a resolve that is hardy and

sincere. If it is not, if one’s resolve is marked by hesitancy and indeci-

sion, then, as R Elazar Shach (Machsheves Mussar, i
SiC X , p- 131) points out,
Wit is more like the “hole” formed by a finger in a pool of wap.r;n which

dioses up on its own as soon as the finger is remo!?.

Once 2 person fulfills this condition, continues essler, he is eli-
gible for the grand dividends spoken of in the Midrash. And marvel-
aus they are. compared to the “principal” invested: a gateway spacious
enough for wagons and chariots, formed from a hole as minute as a
naadle’s point — 2n exponential increase not only in size but in quality

as well

The Taimud derives this idea from a verse in Leviticus (11:44): You are

4 sancofy yourselves and

redundancy actually teaches us that \.m____manﬂﬁﬁ_himﬂ

aven 2 lirde. from below in this world, he will be sanctifi I

h

degree from Above, here and in the World to Come (Yona 3%z\.
How wonderful is God's kindness! Not only does He infuse us w.iih

2 generous dose of spiritual energy in response to each puny step we
& take in His direction, but He even gives us credit for all the progress thal

/we subseguently make, as if we had accomplished it all on our own.
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L\S—' " A PRAYER TO ACHIEVE FEAR OF HEAVEN:

HOW IS IT POSSIBLE? P93 nump oMY TR 308
TO ASK HASHEM for omy nxY, fear of Heaven, sounds strange, wyns wirb obwn nnk 1
although this is what we are expected to do.
How can we ask Hashem in the manner that we do on Rosh MK (o9 by oomn MRy NDK NBYT WIS 9K D31 M
” Hashanah — 17 — give! Give us a free gift! Wyn Y2 Yy 3109 10 Mmeyna wikb pbwn nnk 1,700 1 P e av) pIoon
— “Instill fear of You upon all that You have made!”? In other JTwyn w3y 07xkY DYwn eapn DR T2 O pIoba minnn
words, instill the fear of Heaven within our hearts! ~ ’ (_mw}:wn “TOM* AW 2T0A (KD [ 5ve1 awyw mn e unm

nx prTa SyeY obwnn Tave by 03 0 nmwn ouab arny A
TNER et aw P YO My Pma o) nKm nTmay v
Kbann onaw '1K25 T 9271 DPRT TT0N 3R] NMsw LPeeaw
Jmwyrs wrb Y magnv P
9w nNMRT NYWEY WYTW NSRS MEK noweT 2vwn JaK
ARwn 93191 L0 S TTInG W ITwna 957 (o2 nnynbyn DK
91T TOM 3K .PI0DT 2LV (M KMYT XNYMO Mon K9R Hym ik
D2 NnRT RAIOK MW rwyn ha 1aw pikb mbwn mrapn or X

Moreover, in other prayers, we also ask to be granted things
which we are obligated to do out of our own free will, such as
MY N AR 120K .9 2wan panY 10293 101 — “Let our hearts
understand and comprehend... to love and fear Your Name”
(Ahavah Rabbah). Yet don’t Chazal state: nX7" yan oy *1a Yan
oY — “Everything is in the hands of Heaven, except for fear
of Heaven” (Berachos 33a), which man can only achieve on his

) 97 1KY LYRD Pava nIxa Sw phn
There are two answers to this question. b
First of all, it is indeed our obligation to try to fulfill all our L}j
service of Hashem Yisbarach to the best of our abilities. How- _ NMNa 13 AND? K
ever, we are well aware of the fact that all that we do in terms T Sw yow Lap vinb ouRea nx M 1 1991 omata we
of our service is far too little. Therefore, after we have made the waKY MK paim 1 — 9 ayn oTRw T nw Lo 9K
maximum endeavor on our part, having opened a little aperture, WY pRY Myt mxying ain rryn amw K7 A% abnnnw
as small as the tip of a needle (vnn YW 77TN3), we turn to Hashem anet ,maaba my nns mneb [ 1w ar pava wr [ TRn
Yisbarach and ask Him to open for us an entrance as wide as the DK WK OTRT MM Dipk .opn Sw inmayh aipnns ok

— ~wmnb onan v oy om Y Tew innw? ot i
72 ORI OMR MYl AN DW UK Tnbam oYk gt 2ovh
DWW (1 MYl RYT AMS DIRAw Y Ane 73 Sy .nbsiam mbiea
9K YW mney ma onnea
135 mnpy K cwbaw obhanb wr munwn mwn Nk ks
sabw 2aba vrawby vt mwyby 1nke wnank uaba awn inna
b:: AMKY 7avmw A San wvbw TEK pykpn T YW mwn

entrance to the Ulam of the Beis haMikdash (091K YW inn3).6
The second answer is that the very prayer itself is an expres-
sion of the choice that we have made and the effort that we have
invested in trying to achieve omy nxy. If we sincerely feel that
fear of Heaven is something that we desperately lack, and the

only source that can replenish our i i 5 5 > \
| l h. 3 1 4 9

then the vehicle to achieve it is prayer, a heartfelt and sincere k 11:::;47; -,;u;? wn: Dﬁ ?:w :‘: 52;“2'3 U":W :7::11115 zﬂlw::x:jz: J
lea, 719 1N 1231 — “And thus, instill fear of I — which i ) e Dx_ﬂ—” = ” /
plea, 3712 10 133 5 of You! which is 213 oMW e 19

the most productive effort we can ever make.

R' 2vder
i LIS S o
L-}(; MAH TOVU: MOVING FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT W L RTACAS CHTATM g

»

The pasuk of Mah Tovu is of key importance because we wake

THE CONNECTION BETWEEN WiTR NAX,

up in thi moin_lflg to a world of galui c_onfusnon and frustration. “YOU ARE HOLY,"” AND 7718 15 1931,
B o o e "AND THUS, INSTILL FEAR OF YOU”
'The yetzer ha'ra tries to pull us away with all sorts of negative
thoughts. Despite our particular place or situation, we still have BECAUSE WE ALSO want to improve our perception of Hashem
3 golden opportunity to step out of it all and to connect with a Yisbarach and to praise Him, we beg Him to cast the fear and

'gglden era that was and will soon be again. We can enter a place awe of Him upon us — which is vital for us, especially when
we are standing trial in front of His v9ynn Xpd, Seat of Justice.
Achieving fear of Heaven will enable us to stand before Him and

which generates a personal turnabout, transforming darkness into
light, frustration to composure, worries and sadness into joy and

excitement in serving Hashem. praise Him.
When we finally enter shul and recite the pasuk of Mah Tovu,
it is with the same turnabout with which Klal Yisrael emerged L\-} s N o o
victorious from the galus and with which Hashem destroys all —=——
of our enemies. We head off to shul with this mental prepara- "~ switch from galus into Eretz Yisrael and with the merit of focus-
ing on the Batei Kenesses and Batei Midrash — Hashem will take
L\'\ e i all of these shuls and bring them to Eretz Yisrael. 711 'n% nnnwm
Jn shul one enters an oasis. We are, however, not hungry for wpn - and they [the Jewish people] will prostrate themselves to
food or drink: ' ™27 NX YWY DK *3 DM KDYNI ONYY TR Hashem on the holy mountain (Yeshayahu 27:13), speedily in our
—— not a hunger for bread nor a thirst for water, but to hear the words days.

of Hashem (Amos 8:11). With this mindset — a feeling of praise
tor how Hashem has offered us a place of refuge where we can




